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granddaughter of Susie Lee and Louis Balfour 
Atlas, Sr. and Alice Piercey and Norah 
Thompson. In 1944, Alice and her family 
moved from Lake Providence to New Orleans’ 
Ninth Ward. Alice attended Lockett, V.C. 
Jones, McCarthy, and Joseph S. Clark 
schools and graduated from George Wash-
ington Carver High School in 1959. She later 
attended and graduated from Southern Univer-
sity in New Orleans with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences. Alice 
worked for many years as a social worker until 
her retirement in 2002. 

Between 1959 and 1960, Alice, and her sis-
ters Jean and Shirley, became members of 
the Youth Council of the New Orleans branch 
of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP). The 
Thompson Sisters, as they famously became 
known, soon sought more direct action, and in 
1960 joined the New Orleans chapter of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) under the 
leadership of Rudy Lombard and later Oretha 
Castle Haley. Alice was active in countless 
pickets, sit-ins, and sit downs. She integrated 
a number of high-profile public places in the 
city, including McCrory’s, Woolworths, the 
Loews Theater, and the City Hall Cafeteria. 

In 1961, when the Interstate Commerce 
Commission outlawed segregation on buses, 
terminals, restrooms, restaurants, Alice’s 
CORE members began testing the ruling 
throughout the Deep South. Their first test 
was in New Orleans at the Trailways bus ter-
minal on Tulane Avenue. Alice and her com-
rades faced violence, intimidation and even 
imprisonment. In Poplarville, Mississippi, Alice 
was arrested and charged with breach of 
peace. She was placed in the same cell that 
Mack Charles Parker was placed in, taken 
from, and beaten two years earlier. In 
McComb, Mississippi, she and her fellow rid-
ers were viciously beaten. Alice volunteered 
for numerous projects during the U.S. Civil 
Rights Movement such as Mississippi and 
Louisiana Freedom Summer, and was present 
at the historic March on Washington on Au-
gust 28, 1963. Alice was honored for her work 
by the State of Mississippi, the City of New 
Orleans, and by Oprah Winfrey during her 
show commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
the Freedom Riders. 

In addition to her courageous civil rights ad-
vocacy, Alice was active in her community. 
She was one of the founding members of the 
Southern Organization for the Unified Leader-
ship (SOUL), a founding member of the Lower 
Ninth Ward Development Association, an or-
ganizer of the New Orleans Health Corpora-
tion, and an organizer of the Copeland-San-
chez Center in the Lower Ninth Ward. 

Alice loved to have a good time. She was 
always a centerpiece of family gatherings. 
With her signature beer in hand, she could al-
ways be seen recounting hilarious stories of 
her life and times, especially things that hap-
pened while she was in the Civil Rights Move-
ment. She will be sorely missed by her family, 
her friends, and all of those who benefitted 
from her life’s work—to bring freedom to all 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, as a beneficiary of the cour-
age, commitment and sacrifice of Alice 
Thompson, I celebrate her life and legacy, be-
cause she made America a more perfect 
union. 
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the life of this one woman, who gave of her-
self in order for others to stand; and 

Whereas, Dr. Mary Sanders’ work is present 
in DeKalb County, Georgia for all to see, 
where she was an unwavering advocate for 
the youth as an educator; a community leader 
who worked tirelessly for the rights of our citi-
zens in our district; and as a civic leader who 
volunteered as a Poll Officer in Gwinnett 
County, Georgia ensuring that the right to vote 
was administered to all that wanted to exer-
cise their right; and 

Whereas, this remarkable woman gave of 
herself, her time, her talent and her life; never 
asking for fame or fortune but only to uplift 
those in need; and 

Whereas, Dr. Mary Sanders led by working 
behind the scenes, as well as front and center 
for the state of Georgia, DeKalb County 
NAACP, the Georgia Perimeter College Retir-
ees Association Book Club, her beloved 
church, Antioch-Lithonia Baptist Church, and 
for her beloved Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc.; and 

Whereas, this virtuous Proverbs 31 woman 
was a wife, a mother, a sister, a daughter and 
a friend; she was a warrior, a matriarch, and 
a woman of great integrity; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to bestow a Congressional recognition on 
Dr. Mary Sanders for her leadership, friend-
ship and service to all of the citizens in Geor-
gia and throughout the Nation; now therefore, 
I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby 
attest to the 114th Congress that Dr. Mary 
Sanders of DeKalb County, Georgia is 
deemed worthy and deserving of this ‘‘Con-
gressional Honor’’. 

Dr. Mary Sanders, U.S. Citizen of Distinction 
in the 4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 10th day of August, 2015. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
MICHAEL GODBEY 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 17, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding educator, Michael 
Godbey. Mr. Godbey leads Frankfort High 
School as its principal. Mr. Godbey’s career as 
an educator spans twenty years. In this time 
he has served as an instructional assistant, 
bus driver, mathematics teacher, assistant 
principal, director of curriculum and instruction, 
and principal. Under Godbey’s leadership, 
Frankfort High School has earned the classi-
fication of a Proficient and Progressing High 
School based on Kentucky’s Next Generation 
Learner Accountability system. Frankfort High 
School was also ranked the Twelfth Best High 
School in the Commonwealth of Kentucky by 
U.S. News and World Report in 2014. 

Mr. Godbey was recently selected as the 
2015 Principal of the Year for the Common-
wealth of Kentucky. This Award was pre-
sented by the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals (NASSP). Godbey 
earned this award by his accomplishments in 
the education field over the years. His dedica-
tion to the education of his students is evident. 

Godbey earned his B.A. in Secondary Edu-
cation from the University of Kentucky and his 
M.A. in Education from Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity. Prior to his tenure at Frankfort High 
School, Godbey worked in the Danville, Ken-
tucky Independent School district. He and his 
wife Claudia reside in Nicholasville, Kentucky 
with their sons Jared and Hayden. 

Education of our nations’ young men and 
women is critically important. Mr. Godbey has 
exemplified strong leadership and innovation 
and is very deserving of the recent Principal of 
the Year award. Mr. Speaker, I applaud his 
creative talents and dedication in the edu-
cation field. 

f 

BLUE RIDGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 17, 2015 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, for 25 
years, Blue Ridge Christian School in Bridge-
water, Virginia, has provided a high quality, 
value-based Christian education to students. I 
am proud to represent an excellent institution 
of learning like Blue Ridge Christian School in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. As their 
programs have expanded in size and scope, 
diversity in both denominations and heritage 
has also grown. Staying true to the principles 
of their founding families, Blue Ridge Christian 
School has continuously maintained a strong 
commitment to academic excellence. 

Today, the school is preparing to expand 
their mission by constructing a new campus. 
At the same time they will create a new rela-
tionship with another Christian institution of 
learning in the Sixth Congressional District, 
Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia. This 
new partnership will be beneficial to the stu-
dents and further expand the opportunities 
available through Blue Ridge Christian School. 

I commend Blue Ridge Christian School as 
it marks its silver anniversary with an ambi-
tious plan for growth that remains true to its 
Christian mission. I am hopeful that its next 25 
years will be filled with fine opportunities for its 
students to make their mark on their home-
towns, our nation, and the world beyond our 
borders. Go Bears! 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PASTOR MCKENZIE 
JONES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 17, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, this year, Pastor McKenzie Jones 
is celebrating twenty (20) years in pastoral 
leadership at Zoe Baptist Church where he 
has provided stellar leadership to the church 
and community; and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:08 Sep 18, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K17SE8.019 E17SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-23T16:11:13-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




